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Academic Paper Outline (example and explanation)

The purpose of writing an academic paper is to organize and express your ideas on an interesting and 
important topic in English.

Academic Paper Purpose:
1) Practice English Writing;
2) Enjoy sharing your ideas with classmates;
3) Learn how to organize and express yourself through writing;
4) Develop an area of expertise that you can use in future discussions, debates, papers and 
presentations.

Name: Richard Wilcox PhD

(Your name should be in Romanji and reflect any relevant titles)

Title: The Political Challenge of Denuclearizing Japan

(A title should be brief but descriptive. In this title we learn about the place being described, “Japan,” 
the process of “denuclearization” or abolishing nuclear power, and the main content of the paper which 
will describe through many examples and analysis the “political challenge” of carrying out 
denuclearization in Japan.)

Thesis: Since the 311 tsunami and nuclear disaster in Japan, the country has faced a dilemma of 
whether to continue on its nuclear energy path or to diversify to renewable energy sources. This paper 
investigates the political obstacles that have prevented denuclearization. 

(A thesis is a more detailed explanation than the title, although it is normally about one sentence. In 
this case I have written something closer to an abstract, which is about a one paragraph explanation of 
the thesis/title. Note that your thesis should be stated in your introductory paragraph. In a metaphor, if 
the thesis is the “foundation of a house” the title is the “entrance to the house.”).

Main points: 
1) Background of the nuclear crisis in Japan since 311
2) A description of recent politics between the DPJ and the LDP, prime ministers Kan, Noda and Abe 
and the political influence of the nuclear industry
3) Obstacles facing political reform toward adopting renewable energy and abolishing nuclear power

(In this case I choose three main points to concentrate on but there is no rule for how many to have, it 
depends on how focused your paper is and what the length will be.)

Supporting points:
1) Description of important aspects of the Japanese governments failure during the Fukushima 
meltdowns and up to the present
2) How the nuclear lobby fought against Kan, used Noda as a transitional leader and Abe to champion 
the restarting of nuclear plants
3) A listing of Abe's public statements and actions that have shown his intention to support nuclear 
power and ignore renewable energy
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(Supporting points correspond to and provide details for each of the main points above.  At the end of 
each section it is good to summarize (repeat) the main points in the section in order to emphasize the 
information. The main and supporting points include information that supports your thesis including 
quotations, statements, facts, figures, statistics and other descriptions. As a metaphor, if the main points 
are the “rooms in a house” the supporting points are the “furniture” and “appliances” in the rooms.)

Conclusion: Due to the power of the nuclear industry and lobby on the political process, the transition 
in Japan to renewable energy will be long term and depend on the will and strategy of grassroots 
activists and average people who want to see an end to nuclear power. 

(The conclusion is the author's opinion that offers the ultimate assessment of all of the data and 
analysis presented throughout the paper. It is the “gist” and the “upshot” of the important information 
in the paper, but is ultimately the author's opinion. In our metaphor of a house, think of the conclusion 
as the “living room” of the house where one relaxes and contemplates the wonders of life after a hard 
day of work.)
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(I have included three of several references that were included in this paper. References should be 
written in APA, MLA or other academic styles, or at least include the author, date, name of publication 
and web address if there is one. These references are written in APA style which I recommend because 
it is simple to use. The first entry is article from a newspaper with author, the second a book and the 
third an article with no author. In our house metaphor, the references are part of the building blocks of 
the foundation, without then the building would sway and sink and ultimately the house will collapse 
and fall over.)

* You can read the actual article that this example of an Academic Paper was based on at:

Dysfunctional Politics and Nuclear Armageddon
http://www.activistpost.com/2014/02/dysfunctional-politics-and-nuclear.html#!bEp0Cn
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