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Discussion Skit Outline (example and explanation)

The purpose of the Discussion Skit is to carry out a logical discourse in order to decide on the best 
topic for your group presentation. 

Discussion Skit Purpose:
1) Practice Oral English;
2) Enjoy talking with group members in English;
3) Learn how to write a thesis and discuss it in a logical way;
4) Come to a conclusion as a group about which thesis would be the best for your group presentation.

* (See: “Ranking and Debating Outline” about HOW the the Discussion Skit is carried out, written, 
performed and graded).

Group member names: Richard Wilcox, Mickey Mouse, Kim Jong Un, Audrey Hepburn, Michelangelo

Member roles: Group leader, Discussion leader; Secretary, Researcher, Proof-reader

(Each member has a role in the group: Group leader makes sure everything is coordinated and 
organized well; Discussion leader introduces him/herself, gives the first opinion and then asks the next 
person their opinion, and so on; Secretary fills in the outline form for the group and writes the text for 
the skit; researchers use their iPhones to find relevant information on the topic to share with the group; 
the proof-reader checks the text for correct grammar and pronunciation and helps everyone  practice 
reading out loud in English. Remember to change your role for each project in order to improve your 
skills.)

General Topic: GMOs (Genetically Modified Organisms/Foods)

Each group member's proposed thesis: Richard: “The health risks of GMO foods outweigh the benefits 
and therefore they should be banned.” 

(Your thesis should be based on facts from relevant sources of information. A thesis is a more detailed 
explanation than the title which is about a one paragraph explanation of an aspect of a topic you wish to 
discuss).

Supporting points: 
1. The health risks of GMO foods are well documented.
2. GMO companies like Monsanto are hiding the risks by not labeling GMO foods and by controlling 
the regulatory process.
3. The political system for protecting public health has been corrupted by corporations.
(References)

(Support your thesis with three points, which may be examples, facts, statistics or quotations. In the 
summary of member points the secretary briefly restates the most interesting points of group 
members).
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Ranking and debating of each group member's proposed thesis: 
1. Wilcox thesis: Mickey Mouse and Kim Jong Un support GMOs as a way of increasing the food 
supply, but Wilcox and Hepburn are opposed due to safety issues. But all members agree that GMO 
foods should be labeled.
2. Mickey Mouse thesis: ...
3. Etc...
4.
5.

(Once everyone has stated their thesis and supporting points, each thesis is ranked by the group 
members. * See: “Ranking and Debating Outline.” State what you think are the strong and weak points 
of each thesis based on how relevant or important the content is. Ask factual and opinion questions to 
the presenter and debate the topic. In the case above some members agreed and disagreed with the 
thesis, but all members found consensus that GMO foods should be labeled.)

General group conclusion/consensus:
Discussion leader: “Well everyone, there were many interesting points raised, but it looks like the idea 
that 'GMO foods should be labeled' got the most votes and has many reasons to support it. The second 
most popular thesis was from Mickey Mouse, who worried about negative health effects to animals 
from GMO foods. Maybe we could combine these thesis to read:

“All GMO foods should be labeled in stores so that buyers can decide for themselves whether to 
consume GMO food products, in order to protect human and animal health.”

(General conclusion leads to a thesis that the group will adopt for the group presentation using power 
point. While it may be easiest to choose just one thesis, it may also be possible to combine two or more 
theses and rewrite it as we saw above.)

References:

Genetic Roulette, the DVD
Genetic Roulette, the book by Jeffrey Smith
Richard Wilcox student database, Green Med Info website
Wikipedia
Japan Ministry of Food and Agriculture
Monsanto homepage

(Please write down WHERE you got your information! That is important because we don't know 
whether the information is reliable or not, or is biased in one way or another. Also, quoting without 
giving credit to the source is plagiarism.)
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