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DVD Discussion Outline (example and explanation)

The purpose of the DVD Discussion is to share opinions among group members about their impression 
of the DVD. 

DVD Discussion Purpose:
1) Practice English listening skills through DVD;
2) Use critical thinking skills by giving your opinion among group members about what you liked or 
may have disliked about the DVD;
3) Practice oral English and enjoy talking with members of your group about the topic;
4) Develop skills in organizing statements and questions and presentation to the class

Member names: Richard Wilcox, Martin Luther King, Shimura Ken, Penelope Cruz, Mother Mary

Member roles: Group leader, Discussion leader; Secretary, Researcher, Presenter 

(Each member has a role in the group: Group leader makes sure everything is coordinated and 
organized well; Discussion leader introduces him/herself, gives the first opinion and then asks the next 
person their opinion, and so on; Secretary fills in the outline form for the group; researchers use their 
iPhones to find relevant information on the topic to share with the group; the presenter practices 
reading the comments out loud in English and then stands before the class and reads them out loud. 
Remember to change your role each week in order to improve your skills.)

Topic: GMOs (Genetically Modified Organisms/Foods)

Each group member's statement: Richard: What I learned from the film Genetic Roulette is that the 
genetic engineering disrupts the natural functioning of the body in many ways, which leads to diseases. 
Therefore, I am opposed to genetically engineered foods (GMOs). 

(State your opinion based on facts or information from the dvd or readings, or other relevant sources of 
information).

Supporting points: Since labeling of GMO foods in the United States is not mandatory, if someone 
were to get a disease from GMO food it would be difficult or take many years to trace the cause 
(Genetic Roulette, page 10).

(Support your main point with an example, fact, statistic or quotation that strengthens your statement 
with additional proof. In the summary of points the secretary briefly restates the most interesting points 
of the group).

General group conclusion/consensus: Some of our group supports GMOs as a way of increasing the 
food supply, but others are opposed due to safety issues. But we all agree that GMO foods should all be 
labeled as such.

(Note that not everyone has to agree, each person has a different opinion. But this group found one 
point of agreement, the labeling of GMO foods. Therefore the group had a diversity of opinion but also 
found consensus on an important point.)
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2 group statements:

1. Some of our members agree with GMOs in order to increase food production, but that is a 
controversial statement since it is mainly the GMO companies that claim this is true.

2. Some group members oppose GMOs based on safety issues. The book Genetic Roulette is written by 
an independent researcher and found 150 pages of documented health risks.

(Statements give group opinions and use reasons and proof to support them.)

2 group questions (to teacher):

1. What is your opinion about GMO food, would you eat it?
2. Why does the GMO food industry oppose labeling of GMO food products?

(Questions to teacher can ask about something students could not understand, the opinion of the teacher 
or for further elaboration on the topic. It might also be about what students can do to help solve a 
problem relating to the topic.)

Additional references:

Genetic Roulette, the DVD
Genetic Roulette, the book by Jeffrey Smith
Richard Wilcox student database, Green Med Info website
Wikipedia
Japan Ministry of Food and Agriculture
Monsanto homepage

(Please write down WHERE you got your information! That is important because we don't know 
whether the information is reliable or not, or is biased in one way or another. Also, quoting without 
giving credit to the source is plagiarism.)
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