
Recitation Outline (explanation)

Purpose

This activity will give the student the experience and confidence to explain a topic to the audience in 
English. This has real life applications: once a student masters the content and language of the topic, 
they will have memorized key words and phrases and be able to speak with confidence about an 
interesting topic in English to foreigners-- for the rest of their life. 

Procedure

During the first semester the student will write a short paper to base their recitation on:

In the second semester the student will build upon the topic and write a new paper;

Students will practice with other students and have a final recitation with teacher for final oral exam at 
end of semester;

Memorization is encouraged!

Topics of what you want to talk about include the following:

1. talk about myself; family, hobbies and interests; likes and dislikes; 
2. academic topic; goals; career
3. important social topic

Practice
 Every week at the beginning of class students will practice three times each with partner, reading their 
papers out loud. Working toward memorization, they will gradually memorize one or two sentences per 
week. By the end of semester (14 weeks) students will have memorized an essay at least 14 sentences 
long (up to one page).

Essay And Oral Exam

Depending on the number of students in class, the memorized recitation is 2 - 4 minutes. The essay is 
between one to two pages, so the recitation may be an abridged selection of the most interesting parts 
to be recited to the teacher. 

Evaluation

Students are graded on content, grammar, intonation, enunciation, pronunciation, projection, eye 
contact, posture and gesture (See: Presentation Delivery & Method Outline).

(Richard Wilcox, 2014, http://wilcoxrb99.wordpress.com/student-outlines/, All rights reserved)



Recitation Outline (example)

Name (in romanji with student number):  Taro Suzuki, #111000

Topic: University life

Narrative theme: My life and interests at university and my future goals

State your name and affiliation: 

“Hello, my name is Taro Suzuki and I am a first year student at Tokyo University.”

Personal background (where are you from, how old you are):

“I am 19 years old and come from the northeast part of Japan. It snows a lot in the winter there.” 

Tell some things about yourself (what languages do you speak, what are you good at, what are your 
hobbies and interests, what countries have you visited):

“I speak Japanese and now I study English and Spanish as a minor language. I like English but don't 
have enough confidence, so I am happy to take this class and have many chances to improve. When I 
was in high school I was on the rugby team and now I play rugby in a local club. 
     I am interested in meeting foreign people and am looking forward to the 2020 Tokyo Olympics 
when I can meet many foreign tourists, whom I can speak English and Spanish to. 
     I have never been to a foreign country but someday want to travel in Asia and Europe, and maybe 
also go to USA to see the Statue of Liberty in New York and Disneyland in Orlando, Florida.”

What is your area of study at university (talk about why it is interesting to you and what you hope to 
gain from it in the future, how will your studies help you get a job or find meaning in the world):

“I am in the Law department at my university and am also interested in philosophy and history. I am 
interested in the Edo period of Japanese history but also enjoy learning about foreign cultures, 
including the art, music and cuisine of different countries. I have not yet decided what kind of job I 
would like to do but might want to become a consultant or public relations agent for a company since I 
like meeting and talking with people.”

Talk about some serious social issues that interest or concern you (name one or two related topics, talk 
about some of the background of the issues and how they can be solved):

“These days I am concerned about Japan's economy and the growing number of social problems related 
to unemployment and the remilitarization of Japan. Could Japan go to war again? I hope not. Instead of 
spending money on military Japan should invest in its people and infrastructure. For example, Japan 
could invest in solar and wind power which would solve the dangerous problem of nuclear power and 
give many jobs to engineers and related companies.”

Conclusion (repeat some of the main points of your recitation and thank the audience):
I am glad to have met you and told you something about who I am and what I hope for in my life. As 
the saying goes, 'from the tiniest acorn grows the largest oak tree!' Thank you.”



Recitation Outline (template)

Name (in romanji with student number):  

Topic: 

Narrative theme: 

State your name and affiliation: 

Personal background (where are you from, how old you are):

Tell some things about yourself (what languages do you speak, what are you good at, what are your 
hobbies and interests, what countries have you visited):

What is your area of study at university (talk about why it is interesting to you and what you hope to 
gain from it in the future, how will your studies help you get a job or find meaning in the world):

Talk about some serious social issues that interest or concern you (name one or two related topics, talk 
about some of the background of the issues and how they can be solved):

Conclusion (repeat some of the main points of your recitation and thank the audience):

(Richard Wilcox, 2014, http://wilcoxrb99.wordpress.com/student-outlines/, All rights reserved)


